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Response to Letter 23 

 
HOLMBERG, HAROLD 

 
 
 
1. Comment acknowledged.  Please refer to Response to Letter 7 (Mats Mats Area 

Coalition – March 7), comment 109. 
 
2. Comment acknowledged.  Please refer to Response to Letter 4 (Jefferson County), 

comment 1. 
 
3. Please refer to the Groundwater section and Appendix I of this Final EIS for a discussion 

on the regional and site hydrogeology. 
 
4. Comment acknowledged.  Although the groundwater analysis prepared for this EIS 

indicates a very low probability of proposed mining impacting off-site wells, a 
Groundwater Monitoring Program is proposed to verify that proposed mining would not 
result in well impacts and identify a range of remedies.  Please refer to Appendix I and 
Appendix IX for detail on the Plan. 

 
 Quarry operations at the Mats Mats site present two avenues of sediment delivery to 

Mats Mats Bay; airborne deposition of dust and discharge of stormwater runoff.  As 
indicated in the Air Quality section of this EIS, airborne dust accumulations in Mats Mats 
Bay would total less than 5/100ths of an inch if the quarry were to operate for 100 years, 
and dust is not a significant contributor of sediment in Mats Mats Bay.   

 
Stormwater discharge from the quarry following the stormwater system upgrades 
implemented by Glacier Northwest after site acquisition in 1995 has been compliant with 
NPDES General Permit discharge requirements, and is not a measurable source of 
sediment to Mats Mats Bay. 
 
The resuspension of sediment by propeller wash from tugboats moving barges loaded at 
the facility has been mentioned as a potential source of sediment to Mats Mats Bay.  
However, all barge operations associated with the quarry occur outside of, and on the 
opposite side of the quarry from Mats Mats Bay.  Any material that is resuspended in the 
barge berthing area is likely to either settle to the bottom within the berthing area 
confined by the constructed break waters, or be dissipated in the current from Admiralty 
Inlet 
 
Dredging activity within the barge berthing area would be evaluated under a separate 
permit process for that action.  While dredging in the berthing are would resuspend 
sediment in the vicinity of the dredge, all activities would be controlled to comply with 
water quality restrictions.  Furthermore, turbidity generated by dredging would be a short 
term temporary condition, on the opposite side of the Quarry from Mats Mats Bay.  
 
Subsequent to the issuance of the Draft EIS, a sediment survey of Mats Mats Bay was 
conducted to determine the composition of sediment grains within the bay.  The samples 
indicate that the bay sediment contains a large percentage of quartz, which is 
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inconsistent with the character of the basalt mined at the site.  The likely sources of the 
majority of the sediment in the bay include: 1) the eroding bluff area on the western side 
of the inlet to the bay; and, 2) sediment transported into the bay via Mats Mats Creek.  
Other sources may also contribute to bay sediment.  The mineral assemblage indicates 
that the quarry is not a major contributor to overall sediment in the bay (refer to Appendix 
XVI for the Mats Mats Bay Sediment Survey). 

 
5. Extensive research regarding differences between impacts attributable to earthquakes 

and the effects of blast vibrations has been conducted and comparisons provided at 
public meetings for this project.  The magnitude, velocity, frequency, duration, and 
ground acceleration characteristics of blasting differ significantly from earthquakes (refer 
to Appendix XI of this Final EIS for a discussion on the differences between blasting and 
earthquakes).  While the level of damage stated in the comment can be associated with 
an earthquake, it cannot be reconciled with the very low vibration amplitudes measured 
on the west side of the channel during quarry blasting. 

 
6. Comment acknowledged.  As indicated in the Surface Water section of this Final EIS, 

significant water quality impacts to Mats Mats Bay would not be anticipated with the 
proposed continuation of mining activity. 

 


